
 



 

General Information 

Currency 

Official currency in PR China is the Renminbi 
(RMB), also called Yuan or Kuai.  
1 EUR = 9.20 RMB ; 1 US$ = 6.83 RMB  (as of 
Feb 30, 2010)  

Time Zone 

In spite of its enormous size, China only has one 
time zone. There is no daylight saving time, only 
standardised Central European Time (CET) plus 7 
hours, during the daylight saving time in most 
European countries it is plus 6 hours. 

Safety 

China is a safe country to travel. However, when 
visiting major tourist sites take care of thieves and 
pickpockets. You might want to deposit your 
valuables in the hotel safe. 

 

Shanghai at a Glance 

The word Shanghai is made up of two Chinese 
characters: “shang” = “above” and “hai” = “the 
sea”. The cities name literally means “above the 
sea”. 

Area 

Shanghai is located on the East China coast with 
the Yangtze River marking the boundary in the 
north, the Hangzhou Gulf in the south and the 
provinces Zhejiang and Jiangsu in the west . Its 
area is about 6,340 km² (total area of PR China: 
9,6 million km²).  

Population 

The total population is around 16 million, of which 
around 8 million live in the city itself. Shanghai is 
occupying the fifth place among the 10 largest 
cities worldwide.  

The city has a status equivalent to a province, and 
reports directly to the central government. 

Language 

The official language of PR China is Mandarin 
(chin. Pu tong hua). However, the regional 
dialects vary quite drastically, and Shanghai has 
its own distinctive dialect of the Chinese 
language. Modern Shanghainese is much faster 
and harsher than the old version, and includes an 
increasing number of Mandarin words. 

Climate 

With a marine monsoon subtropical climate, the 
weather in Shanghai is generally warm and 
humid. Summers are very hot and sticky and 
winters are very gentle, the average temperature 
is around 18C and the annual precipitation is 
1,240mm. Therefore the best time to get to know 
Shanghai is from September to November and 
from April to June.  

Economic Figures 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP): 
Shanghai 1490. 09 billion  RMB 

Total Gross Domestic Product:  
PR China 33535.3 billion  RMB 

Annual increment: 
Shanghai 8.2 %       RP China  8.7 % 

History 

The first spoors of settlement in the region go 
back to  4000 B.C. Shanghai is first mentioned as 
a little hamlet in the year 960. Up until the 7

th
 

century AD Shanghai, then known as “Shen or Hu 
Tu” after the local bamboo fishing traps, was a 
barely developed marshland. Most of eastern 
modern Shanghai didn’t exist until the 17

th
 

century, when a complex web of canals was built 
to drain the region.  
Due to its geographical position Shanghai is 
gaining more and more importance as an ideal 
port. It is the gateway to the mighty Yangzi River. 
But when the British opened their first concession 
here in 1842, it was little more than a small town 
supported by fishing and weaving. Change was 
rapid. In 1843 Shanghai was the first China coast 
port to be opened to Western trade. The French 
turned up in 1847 and it wasn’t long before an 
International Settlement was established. By the 
time the Japanese rocked up in 1895 the city was 
being parcelled up into settlements.  
In the 1930s the world’s greatest houses of 
finance and commerce descended on Shanghai, 
with the tallest buildings in Asia, and more motor 
vehicles on its streets than the rest of China put 
together. Shanghai became a byword for 
exploitation and vice. Environmental pollution 
becomes a problem and still today the city suffers 
from smog.  
In 1949 the Communists put the foot down and 
began eradicating slums, rehabilitating hundreds 
of thousands of opium addicts and stamping out 
child and slave labour. 
By the 1990s, the wheel had turned full circle. 
Invitations went out again to capitalist business 
interests as the central government hunted foreign 
capital to help reinvent this whirlwind metropolis. 
By the mid-1990s more than half the world’s high-
rise cranes were looming over Shanghai. In 1993, 
with the support of the central government, the 
Pudong Development Zone was established to 
the east of the city centre. The area develops to a 
financial centre, a high-tech development park, an 
export processing and a free trade zone. 
Today the city continues to grow apace, with new 
subway stations, highways crisscrossing the city, 
the most modern stock exchange in the world, a 
swish new airport and two giant bridges. Perhaps 
no city in the world is as futuristic, and Shanghai 
has become the very symbol of China’s rise to 
economic powerhouse status.  

2 



 

Sightseeing 

�…recommendable 
Shanghai is bisected by the Huang Pu River, the 
area on the east river side (Pudong) and the area 
on the west river side (Puxi). Most attractions are 
on the West-River Side of Huang Pu. 
 
PUXI – West River Side 
 
Central Puxi 
• Shanghai Museum ����- one of the city’s 

highlights. The museum boasts over 120,000 
works of arts, including e.g. ceramics, 
calligraphy, sculpture, ancient Chinese art and 
jade furniture. Expect to spend half, if not a 
whole day here. (Opening hours: 9am-5pm; 
situated in Fuzhou Lu parallel to Nanjing Lu, 
Subway#1 and #2 People’s Square station) 

• People’s Square - The Square (140,000sqm) 
is particularly spectacular at night, when 
steam appears to seep out of the roof of the 
museum and the light bounces off the glass 
walls of the… 

• …Shanghai Grand Theatre – dazzling 
building, designed by a French Architect. 
From the bar at the top of the building there is 
a great view over the People’s Square 

 
North-West 
• Jade Buddha Temple ���� - a good place to go 

whether you are a Buddhist or not. The 
peaceful and transcendent atmosphere adds 
a kind of richness to a busy modern society. 
(170 Anyuan Road) 

 
West 
• Nanjing Lu � - Shanghai’s first commercial 

road, today main shopping street  
 
Southwest Shanghai 
• Frenchtown, former French Concession 

(worthwhile) – area on both sides of Huaihai 
Lu, Subway #1 South Shanxi Road Station 
and walk from there 

• Residence of Sun Yat-sen ���� -  the great 
forerunner of the Chinese democratic 
revolution, the founder of the Chinese 
Nationalist Party and the respected 
contributor to Chinese modern history, 
Subway #1 South Shanxi Road Station and 
walk to No.7 Xiangshan Road or take a taxi  

• Residence of Zhou Enlai - excellent diplomat 
and key figure in negotiations between the 
U.S and China in the 1970s, 73 Sinan Lu, 
opening hours 9-11 am; 1-4 pm 

• Huaihai Lu (Shanghai’s premier shopping 
street with huge department stores) 

• Longhua Pagoda, is the oldest and largest 
temple in Shanghai and was built during the 
Song Dynasty, no.2853 Longhua Road,  

 
opening hours 7am to 4:30pm, take buses 
no. 104, 41, 44, 864 or 73 and get off at 
Longhua Temple Bus Station, in the very 
south of Shanghai. 

 
East Chinese old city, a maze of narrow lanes 
• The Bund ���� 4 km long it is the symbol of 

old and new Shanghai and its most famous 
landmark! In the 1930s, the row of buildings 
was host to the city’s financial and 
commercial centres and the world’s greatest 
banks and trading empires established a 
base here. The pleasure of the Bund, is that 
it is not simply a tourist strip but a place that 
everyone enjoys. At sunrise, the boulevard 
fills up with people of all ages and it is the 
Huangpu River which helps create the 
uniquely colonial feel here and provides a 
feeling of space and openness. 

• Huangpu River Cruises are available 
everyday. Whether it is in the daytime or at 
night, the views along the river are equally 
beautiful 

• Yuyuan Gardens & Bazaar area ���� offers 
some delicious lunchtime snacks and 
gorgeous greenery. Yuyuan Garden is 
certainly a little bit tacky, but nevertheless 
well worth a visit! Walk south along The 
Bund then swing a right at Jinling Dong Lu. 
The Old City is the area to the south. Inside 
Yuyuan Garden you can find…  

• …Huxinting Chaguan, the famous tea 
house which is sadly over-priced. A few 
steps farther is Jiuqu Qiao – a zig-zagged 
Bridge.  

• Yunnan Road Night Market - a nightly 
mini-festival of food at very reasonable 
prices. It’s pretty much Shanghai’s prime 
eating strip - and just about anything gets 
eaten here. 

 
PUDONG – East River Side 
 
Just about 10 years old, Pudong symbolizes 
everything that is new and exciting about 
Shanghai. It is a special economic zone of banks 
(also Shanghai’s Wall Street), skyscrapers and 
new residential complexes. Street names are 
given in Pinyin, which makes navigating easy, and 
many of the streets are named after cities and 
provinces. 
 
• The Oriental Pearl TV Tower ���� is located 

in Pudong Park in the new and developing 
Lujiazui district. This 468 (1,536 feet)meter 
high  tower is the world’s third tallest TV and 
radio tower. How to get there:1.Ferry Boat 
from Puxi 2.Tunnel bus 3. Subway #2 
Lujiazui 
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provides excellent show space for customers 
at home and abroad. With so many star rated 
hotels, business buildings and convenient 
transportation links, all within walking 
distance, INTEX is an ideal place for high 
quality exhibitions. 
 

INTEX - Shanghai International Exhibition 
Center 
Shanghai International Exhibition Center 
(INTEX Shanghai) has modern international 
exhibition space of 12000 sqm. on two floors, 
equipped with various kinds of auxiliary 
service facilities including advanced wideband 
network, multi-function meeting rooms, digital 
monitoring equipment, and so on, which  



 

Italian cuisine 
Pasti 
140 Xikang Lu; Crossstreet: Nanjing Xi Lu 

请带我去西康路140号. 近南京西路 
Phone: +86 21 6253 8358 
Line #2 - Shimen Yi Road 
Hours: Daily 12am-2pm and 6pm-11pm 

 
 
Small and cozy venue with a huge selection of 
Pasta, friendly staff and a good service. It’s not easy 
to get a table at the main lunch time though the 
“mousse au chocolate” and “tiramisu” are a must. 
 

 
German cuisine 
Paulaner Braeuhaus Shanghai 
150 Fenyang Lu, Crosstreet Fuxing Lu 

请带我去上海宝莱纳汾阳店, 汾阳路150号，近复兴路 
Phone: +86 21 6474 5700 
Line #1 - Changshu Road 
Mon-Fri: 11.30am-2.30pm and 5pm-2am 
Sat-Sun: 11am-2am 

 
 
 
Situated in an old villa, the Paulaner Braeuhaus has 
the most beautiful interior decoration in Shanghai, 
nice live music and good food, but is really 
expensive! 
 

 
 
In addition, there are gourmet streets in the city 
that international tourists may never forget: 
Yunnan Lu Gourmet Street, Zhapu Lu Gourmet 

Street and Old Town Bazaar, which are famous 
for local snacks, dishes and dim sum. 

 
 

 
 

Bars 

Malone‘s  
255 Tongren Lu, near Nanjing Xi Lu  

我去铜仁路255号, 近南京西路 

Phone: +86 21 6247 2400 or 6289 4830  
Line #2 - 15 minutes walking distance east of Jingan 
Temple Station 
 

 
Popular bar and restaurant with live music 7 days a 
week, good burgers and salads, sport screenings 
and free pool. 
Hours: Daily 9:30am-2am; Sat-Sun brunch 11am-
4pm 
 

O‘Malley‘s  
42 Taojiang Lu 

请带我去桃江路42号, 近乌鲁木齐路 

Phone: +86 21 6474 4533 
Line #1 - 10 minutes walking distance south of Heng 
Shan Road Station 

 
Hours: 11am-2am 
Nice Irish pub discretely located in the heart of the 
beautiful old French Concession area in Shanghai. 
You can visit its beautiful garden for a nice brunch. 
Free pool and darts. 

Cloud Nine and the Sky Lounge 
88 Century Boulevard, 87

th
 floor, Jin Mào Tower, 

Grand Hyatt Hotel, Pudong New Area 

请带我去浦东世纪大道88号， 金茂君悦酒店87楼 

Phone: +86 21 5049 1234 
Line #2, Lu Jia Zui, 10 minutes walk east 
Hours: 11h30am-2am  
 

 
Located on the 87

th
 floor, the Grand Hyatt’s Hotel 

Bar offers a breathtaking view over Shanghai – the 
highest hotel lounge in Asia is a top location to 
spend the evening. The staff is extremely attentive 
and the cocktails are awesome! Insider tip: Make a 
reservation for the tables at the windows facing Puxi.

Sasha’s 
9 Dongping Lu, Shanghai, PRC 

请带我去东平路9号，近衡山路 

Phone: +86 21 6474 6628 
Line #1, 10 minutes walking distance south of Heng 
Shan Road Station 
Restaurant: 11am-10.30pm 
Bar: Sun-Thu 11am-1am, Fri-Sat 11am-2am 

 
 
 
 
A beautiful 1920's mansion in the heart of the 
original French Concession area of Shanghai. Relax 
in the popular downstairs bar or enjoy a romantic 
cocktail in the beautiful secluded garden.  
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